Biblical Instructions Regarding The Use Of Tongues In Church

1. Tongues are not to be forbidden

So, dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking in tongues.—1 Corinthians 14:39

2. Tongues must not be required of every believer

He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and to another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to know whether it is really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, and another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. [11] It is the one and only Holy Spirit who distributes these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have— 1 Cor. 12:10-11 

3. Tongues must not be required in order to receive, or as a sign of receiving the Holy Spirit

And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit,— Ephes. 1:13 

for the Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the message you heard about Christ. Galatians 3:2 

4. Tongues are to be unknown to the speaker, but known to hearers (not just random verbose)

4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.  6 When they heard this sound, they came running to see what it was all about, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.—Acts 2:4,6

5. Tongues are to be exercised as a sign to unbelievers present (not just praise or worship)

So you see that speaking in tongues is a sign, not for believers, but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for the benefit of believers, not unbelievers.—1 Corinthians 14:22

6. Tongues are to be used to build up the church ( not a secret language between God and believer)

Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s summarize what I am saying. When you meet, one will sing, another will teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, one will speak in an unknown language, while another will interpret what is said. But everything that is done must be useful to all and build them up in the Lord.—1 Cor. 14:26

7. Tongues are to be spoken by no more than 3 people, one at a time (not all at once)

No more than two or three should speak in an unknown language. They must speak one at a time, and someone must be ready to interpret what they are saying.—1 Corinthians 14:27

Remember that people who prophesy are in control of their spirit and can wait their turn.—1 Corinthians 14:32

8. Tongues are to be spoken only when an interpreter is present to interpret

But if no one is present who can interpret, they must be silent in your church meeting and speak in tongues to God privately.—1 Corinthians 14:28

9. Tongues should only be spoken by the men in church gatherings

Women should be silent during the church meetings. It is not proper for them to speak. They should be submissive, just as the law says. 35 If they have any questions to ask, let them ask their husbands at home, for it is improper for women to speak in church meetings.—1 Corinthians 14:34-35

10. Tongues must always agree with scripture

Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world.—1 John 4:1


( not confusing—(1 Cor. 14:33)        ( no loss of self control—(1 Cor 14:32, Gal. 5:22)       (  no cause fear—(2 Tim. 1:7)

11. Tongues should not be preferred over preaching and edifying

I wish you all had the gift of speaking in tongues, but even more I wish you were all able to prophesy. For prophecy is a greater and more useful gift than speaking in tongues, unless someone interprets what you are saying so that the whole church can get some good out of it.—1 Corinthians 14:5

So, dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking in tongues.—1 Corinthians 14:39
